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that, during a long stretch of time, which was necessary to the
growth and development of the Rgvedic literature and civilisa-
tion, the Aryans were not at all acquainted with the neighbour-
ing provinces like Pancaia, Kosala and Magadha which wen;
not separated from Sapta-Sindhu by any insurmountable
mountain-barriers, and formed parts, as it were, of the same
plain as their own mother-country ? The samr query holds good
with regard to the Deccan also. The Vindhyn Kangrs owld
not he said to have presented any serious obstarlr tu tho^e
who wereaccustomed to cross the Himalaya and the Sulaiman
Ranges through narrow, steep and difficult passes. How
can, then, the total absence of any mention in the Ri*vecLt
of these neighbouring and accessible countries he satisfactori-
ly explained ? European scholars have broached the theory
that the Vedic Aryans came to the province of Sapta-Siodhu
as invaders; and they settled there after carrying on d
sanguinary and protracted warfare with the aboriginal
inhabitants of the country, who were a black race, ami far
inferior to the Aryans in culture and civilisation, ami whom
the latter ultimately vanquished and drove to the Scnifbrrn
Peninsula. It has been argued, with some force, that this
long period of pre-occupation of the Aryans in the hlrugglc
prevented them from penetrating either to the cast or thr
south of Sapta-Sindhu, and that it was only in later and roprr
peaceful times that they thought of gradually expanding ami
migrating farther and farther to the east and the south. This
theory, it need hardly be said, is quite in keeping with the
other theory of Aryan immigration to India from Northern
and Central Europe, through Western or Centra! Asia, which
is now generally accepted by European and Indian .scholar
alike. But it is passing strange that it did not strike* any
of them that the Rgvedic Aryans wen* not afcquainlrd vutb
the Eastern Provinces for np other reason than IWMM
they did not really exht during llgi^dk tima^n king
stretch of sea having been in existence in the Pieibttxretu*
and the beginning of the modern Epoch from th* <?*M